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AIR QUALITY FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE AND 
ASSOCIATED DAUGHTER DIRECTIVES

• Air quality (both ambient air and emissions) is one of the 
areas in Europe where a series of EU Directives have been 
published that have the aim of achieving improved long-term 
air quality objectives across the European Union (EU);

• The EU Air Quality Framework Directive (96/62/EC) initiated 
this process for ambient air in urban, industrial, and rural 
environments;

• This is currently supported by three (more specific) Daughter 
Directives covering a range of pollutants

- 4th ‘Daughter’ Directive now being published 
- discussed in  presentation of Stefan Jacobi.

Summary of the Scope of the ‘Daughter’ Directives on 
Ambient Air• Directive 1999/30/EC:

- Limit values and upper and lower assessments for SO2, NO2, NOx, particulate    
matter (PM10), and lead in ambient air; 

- specifies reference methods.                                   

• Directive 2000/69/EC:

- Limit values, and upper and lower assessment thresholds, for benzene and 
carbon monoxide in ambient air;

- 8 hour limit value for carbon monoxide, and annual limit value for benzene;

- specifies reference methods.

• Directive 2002/69/EC:

- Target values and other thresholds for ozone;

- 1 hour, 8 hour seasonal, and annual values;

- Recommends ozone precursors should also be monitored at at least one 
monitoring site per Member State.

• 4th Daughter Directive (~ end 2004):

- Covers Arsenic, cadmium, mercury, nickel, and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons, in  ambient air;

- specifies reference methods.

EXCERPTS FROM AIR QUALITY FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

Article 3 of the EU Framework Directive (FWD) provides the basis for the 
AQUILA initiative.

For the implementation of this Directive, the Member States shall designate at 
the appropriate levels the Competent Authorities and bodies responsible for:

implementation of this Directive,
assessment of ambient air quality,
approval of the measuring devices (methods, equipment, networks, laboratories),
ensuring accuracy of measurement by measuring devices and checking the
maintenance of such accuracy by those devices, in particular by internal quality
controls carried out in accordance, inter alia, with the requirements of European
quality assurance standards,
analysis of assessment methods,
coordination in their territory of Community-wide quality assurance
programmes organized by the Commission.

Competent Authorities And 
Competent Bodies

• The Competent (national) Authority in the UK is (generally) the Department 
of Environment, Transport, and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)

- Scotland and Northern Ireland covered, however, by the Devolved
Administrations;

- These have responsibility for fulfilling the directives’ requirements enacted 
into UK law.

• DEFRA appoints contractors to carry out appropriate scientific, technical 
and management activities. For example:

- QA/QC of its (national) Networks; 

- accreditation of these technical activities to EN ISO 17025 ensures the 
quality of the results

• The organisations involved with the scientific and technical activites 
specified in article 3 of the FWD, appointed by the Competent Authority are 
known (colloquially) as: ‘National Reference Laboratories’

• AQUILA is the constituted Network of many of the National Reference
Laboratories across Europe. 
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